THE QUESTION// Book report
Dr. Fair’s book, Pastimes and Politics, 
[Fair, Laura. Pastimes and Politics: Culture, Community, and Identity in Post-Abolition Urban Zanzibar, 1890-1945. Athens: Ohio University Press, 2001. ISBN: 978-0821413845.]
Read in detail from colonial Zanzibar about how a variety of working-class residents navigated the colonial period. For this paper, select and analyze ONE example of how these residents used popular culture to protest their situation under colonialism. Remember that popular culture refers to a variety of things such as clothing and fashion choices, leisure activities like soccer games, informal political protest like rent strikes, or music choices. Popular culture contrasts with “formal” culture that often refers to political parties, government-sponsored cultural activities, or the upper classes’ tastes in music and fashion.
The paper should make an argument about how this popular culture was used to protest and what form that protest took. Your evidence should come from a close reading of Dr. Fair’s book. 
You are encouraged to select early on in your reading what category of example interests you (such as music or sports). That way you can read strategically and take notes on the examples most useful to your planned paper.

PAPER EXPECTATIONS
This should be a 3-page double-spaced paper. Use 12 Pt font, Times New Roman, and conventional 1-inch margins. All citations must be in footnotes and follow Chicago style format. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]TIPS FOR AN ARGUMENT-CENTERED HISTORY PAPER
Your paper should make a clear argument that answers the specific question. Please read the assignment very carefully.
Your paper’s argument is the thesis statement. Remember there are usually multiple correct answers, your task is to be specific and defend your position with accurate historic details and interpretations.
Your paper should provide specific details, facts, examples, and/or quotes from the readings to prove your argument. You are expected to use class readings; no outside research is expected or required.
Your paper should have a brief introduction with a clear thesis statement, followed by 2-3 paragraphs that prove that thesis, and a short conclusion.
All examples or facts not known to the general public MUST have citations as FOOTNOTES.
Your paper must be your own original work.
Finally, remember, that your paper should be well-written, grammatically correct, and free of typos.
